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of the thieves are told off to cut the traces,
two more to seize and bind the yemstchik
(accomplice or not), and three or four others
at the same moment to climb over the back
of the tarantass, and, falling suddenly in front
of the hood, despatch the passengers with a blow
from a heavy bludgeon. According to report, they
have no firearms. Most of the victims are first
stunned, and then their throats are cut. In no case
of late has a traveller's life been spared." But,
as V. remarked, it was a significant fact, that not
a single yemstchik had lost his life, while no less
than twelve travellers had been brutally murdered.

The sun was high in the heavens when we rose
the next morning, V.'s entertaining conversation
having kept us up till past five o'clock. Yet we
woke to find them both gone, for they had left, the
post-master informed us, a little after seven o'clock,
For staying powers in the sitting-up line, commend
me to a Russian Cossack. It is my firm belief that
many never sleep at all. -Perhaps vodka is the
secret.

We were anxious, if possible, to reach Tiretskaya,
fifty versts distant, before sundown, and make the
latter our sleeping-place. It would not be a
difficult task, the post-master said. There was but
one relay at Zalarinsk9 twenty versts off, and unless
we fell in with the mail from Petersburg, then
about due, we were sure to be able to get horses
without delay. The troika was therefore put in at
once, and we were hastily swallowing a couple of
glasses of tea, preparatory to a fast of twelve hours,
when a shouting and cracking of whips was heard